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women in distress. Whether roads are torn down or not, road
repair is the only relief work the Government provides. I under-
stood, that the actual wage that found its way into a woman's
hands was an anna or five pice, and not more than ten pice into a
man's hands. I saw on the other hand, that a Congress Commit-
tee was paying three annas per day to Panchama women working
at the spinning-wheel for eight hours a day. And what is being
done for the Panchama women can be done for thousands of famine-
stricken women and for that matter men. In these Districts three
annas a day, even for men, is a veritable boon. But the spinning-
wheel has possibilities which no other occupation has. For it in-
volves the preliminary processes of ginning and carding and the
subsequent process of weaving. In the Ceded Districts it is pos-
sible without much difficulty to teach weaving. And if the whole
of cloth manufacture can be organized, thousands of men can find
permanent occupation in their own homes. Every worker freely
acknowledged, that both the workers and the afflicted people
had begun to realize the possibilities of the spinning-wheel, and al-
ready the people were filled with hope and the workers had com-
menced organizing spinning and weaving everywhere. I met
people who told me, they used to laugh at my statement that the
spinning-wheel was the best famine insurance, but practical expe-
rience convinced them of the truth of it.
I know, this is but the commencement of the transformation.
But when it is complete not a man nor woman having sound
hands need beg or starve. Today we have the humiliating and
debasing spectacle in a famine year of thousands, though well able
to work, living on charity and semi-starvation for want of useful
work*
THE ONLY ACTIVITY
Therefore I suggest to every Congress and Khilafat worker the
advisability of organizing hand-spinning and hand-weaving in
his respective district to the exclusion of every other activity. We
should be ashamed of resting or having a square meal so long as
there is one able-bodied man or woman without work or food. I
would urge moneyed men against giving indiscriminate charity or
free meals. We shall be cursed by the future generation, if we
divide India into givers and receivers of alms. If we want the nation
to have any self-respect at all, we must provide against the recur-
ring scarcity. Let those, therefore, who wish to feed the poor,
find spinning-wheels for them and provide facilities for learning
the various processes.